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Commodore’s Comments

My wife Paula and I live on a 50 foot cliff on the shore of Lake Erie directly
across from Point Abino. We have a birdseye view of the eastern end of Lake Erie. The
storms are spectacular with wind, rain, and lightning.  The sunsets are equally spectacu-
lar. In winter the lake looks like a tundra. It is indeed a long 45 mile drive to and from
YYC, especially after a Tuesday or Wednesday race night, but every time we take the turn
down Water Street to the Club we know it is worth it. 

As you know, Lake Ontario rarely freezes whereas Lake Erie freezes nearly
every year. This year Lake Erie froze late, well into January. As this letter is written on
March 21st Lake Erie is nearly clear of ice.  It was the quickest evacuation that we have
ever witnessed. A short three weeks ago snowmobilers where racing across the lake with
abandon. A week later there were small ice floes, and in a short five day period the lake
was nearly clear of ice.  Wow!   As the wind has blown some of the remaining ice to the
eastern end of Lake Erie, we have a bit of ice yet again. Lake Erie has more ice than any
of the other Great Lakes but well less than 10 % coverage. The ice boom is a non event at
this time; it doesn’t matter when it comes out as most of the ice is gone. At YYC, typical-
ly we wait for the ice pack to diminish, then the ice boom is removed. The remaining ice
passes through the Niagara River and then we begin to set moorings so that we can
launch boats. This is the earliest and quickest clearing of ice I have ever witnessed which argues strongly for an early start to
our boating season at YYC. We have already set the clocks ahead, and Spring is at hand. Our friends across the river at
Niagara-On-the-Lake have been on the water for a few weeks already!

Given all this we may wish to give early thoughts to making up our to-do list prior to launching so that when boats
begin to splash we are ready and not holding up our fellow yachtsman. Hopefully moderate temperatures and conditions will
allow us pleasant conditions to remove the covers, clean, and prepare our boats for an early start to the season. 

We have the makings of a great start to our season because of the mild weather. We also have wonderful scheduled
events this year and a new 10R fleet joining our Wednesday race schedule. Additionally there will be a number of other new
boats joining our fleet in various classes. Items of note on the Club Calendar are the Easter Brunch on April 4th, the Tea Dance
on May 22nd, the wonderful Commissioning Day Ceremony and Sailpast on June 6th followed by a brief sail and the always
popular Directors’ Steak Roast. The Commodore’s Ball will be on June 12th.  The Secretary’s Race, under the able oversight of
Club Secretary, Wright Ellis, is set for June 26th   and will be immediately followed by the YYC Jr. Sailing Auction. Please put
your groups together and call the Club with your reservations.

By now you should all be aware that the YYC Foundation is operational. With NY State and IRS approval in place, we
are able to issue letters to donors evidencing tax deductible gifts to Jr. Sailing. Take note, as with other tax deductible gifts of
this sort the donor establishes the valuation not the club and, of course, the IRS has guidelines as to what is reasonable. Jr.
Sailing tuition does not cover the entire cost of our Jr. Sailing program, and the shortfall is covered by the Club, so your dona-
tions benefit not only Jr. Sailing but also our Club. All this being said, please clean out your basements, garages and boat hous-
es and donate quality items that will be useful and are able to be auctioned at our June 26th Jr. Sailing Auction. Peter Doyle,
Director of Jr. Sailing (716 445 7368), or YYC Office Manager, Josie Fittante (716 745 7230 Ext 10), can facilitate your gifts
to Jr. Sailing. Historically we have seen many creative and useful gifts such as docklines, fenders, and electronics. Perhaps a
sunset cruise on one our member’s boats might be of interest. The sky is the limit so use your imagination and please join us
for the Secretary’s Day event and the Jr. Sailing Auction.  Paula and I will offer a dinner cruise on our sailboat, “Futures,” for
auction.

Other events that you won’t want to miss this year include of course our always popular Level Regatta, July 24th and
25th immediately followed by the LYRA Centennial Cup, Freeman and LYRA Day races July 27th-Aug 1 on Lake Erie off
Buffalo hosted by the Buffalo Yacht Club. Our famous and always fun “Cock of the Walk” will be on September 11th .

We hope that you will not be a stranger at our Club this year and that you will join your fellow Club members in many
of these wonderful events and take part in what promises to be another great year at YYC!

Sincerely, 
John Reinhold
Commodore
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From the House Dennis Niccola, VC

We are slowly filling up our available dates with bookings for the upcoming
boating season. If you have an event coming up and are interested in having the Yacht Club host it please call before the dates
are exhausted. Our chef, Doug, does a wonderful job with just about every type of event imaginable. Whether you have 15 peo-
ple for a baby shower or 150 people for a wedding or graduation the Club can accommodate you.  Just call Josie, our office
manager, at 745-7230 ex 10 and she will start the ball rolling. 

We had a great turnout at the St Patrick's Day event on Friday March 12th. It was good for us all to see faces that we
haven't seen in a few months. Stop by on any Friday and renew old friendships, then enjoy the fish fry or one of
Doug's specials.

i n t e r i o r d e s i g n  /  c o n s u l t a t i o n  /  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n

3 0  s o u t h  c a y u g a  r d .
w i l l i a m s v i l l e ,  n y  14 2 2 1
71 6 . 2 0 4 . 5 8 5 6
7 1 6 . 9 9 8 . 5 6 4 8  /  c e l l

71 6 . 2 0 4 . 5 8 6 1  /  f a x
c h a n t a l @ e d e n i n t e r i o r s . c o m

C h a n t a l  M a r t i n
I n t e r i o r  D e s i g n e r

Ullman Sales Buffalo
Phone: +1 (716) 447-9766
Brad Hollingsworth
ullmanbuffalo@aol.com

Ullman Sales Cleveland
Phone: +1 (216) 486-5732
Fax: +1 (216) 486-5828
Greg Koski
ullmancleveland@aol.com

From the Yard                                                                                           VC Yard, Mark Schimley

Springtime is typically a busy, fun, and long awaited time around the clubhouse and in the boatyard at YYC. It’s always the
time when boat owners scramble to prepare their boats that have wintered in storage at RCR Yachts on YYC property, for the much
anticipated launch. I suspect that by press time you’re well on your way, targeting your work schedules to meet the commitment to
be ready when it’s your turn to splash. Hopefully, long ago, you contacted RCR to arrange for service work that could potentially
impact your launch plans. Please, respect fellow club members, follow through, and be ready so that launch progress is not impeded.
Meanwhile, if you are doing work yourself, and particularly when performing bottom preparation and painting, be respectful of the
environment and your neighbors in the boat yard. Do not contaminate the river or surrounding shoreline with chemical spills and
run-off, and protect the concrete pad from drips and splatters. Above all else, please work safely in the yard. Tie off ladders, and
keep decks clear of slipping and tripping hazards while performing work at these elevations.

It appears that I’ll be going back to work soon, so work parties will undoubtedly be limited to short weekend events to
accomplish a great deal of planned yard work. It will be imperative to get the women’s shower room tiled during weeks in April and
early May. This project was made possible due to the generous donation of porcelain tile by YYCA, and I am determined to com-
plete it before the sailing season is upon us. I’ll need plenty of volunteers to assist with removing all the shower and commode parti-
tions and preparing the floor for tile. Any volunteer who can accomplish some facet of this preliminary work is encouraged to call
me (Mark Schimley @ 716-773-3436, cell 716-570-4857, or e-mail mschimley@aol.com ) to get a “line-up” for tasks to do. Those
who want to learn a new skill for use on their own home-improvement projects will find it advantageous to attend also. You’ll learn
on somebody else’s dime! Please, watch Weekly Waves for work party dates and commit to helping when you can. As soon as we
are ready and it’s warm enough, we’ll proceed with laying and grouting the actual tile.  This will be a big project for us, and I
absolutely need some enthusiastic recruits.

The men’s room is in need of some drywall patching and paint too. On the exterior of the Junior Sailing Building, we need
to install vinyl (or aluminum) fascia board covering before the gutters are reinstalled. Then, after pressure washing, the north wall,
where the visitor’s outdoor sink is located, will need a coat of white paint to complete last summer’s effort.
Later in the summer, but hopefully well before the Level Regatta, I’d like to install new synthetic railings on the Club’s South 2nd
floor deck to match the opposite side which was done last year. 

You can see that there is no shortage of work. All of it will enhance the club aesthetically, so it would be nice to do it early
in the summer to provide the biggest benefit to our membership. Much of it will have the added benefit of reducing major expendi-
tures in the future by eliminating sources of water damage and potential accidents. Again, please watch Weekly Waves and be forth-
coming in volunteering to help whenever you can. I, the rest of the Yard team, and the YYC membership will be extremely grateful. 
Thank you!



Eric Christensen
WNY Sales/Service Representative
1461 Hudson Avenue
Rochester, NY 14621
(716) 830-4598
(800) 342-5033
FAX (585) 342-8360
www.haarsticksailmakers.com
buffalo@haarsticksailmakers.com
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COUPON

 PIZZA WITH 1 ITEM $ 3.00 OFF. NOT 
VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

Tues. - Sun. From 4 pm

Early Bird Specials

Banquets

Live Music
Each Weekend

745-7141

Breakfast, Lunch

and Dinner

Every Day

Banquets

282-1459
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YYCA Report Melanie Tisdale, President

Spring is just around the corner, and one of my favorite YYCA events is the Past Commodores' Tea Dance.  If you
haven't been to the Tea Dance before, be warned that there's very little tea, and, depending on how much "non-tea" has been
downed, very little dancing!  Rather, there are copious amounts of complimentary red and white wine, poured for our enjoy-
ment by the YYC Past Commodores, accompanied by delectable tea sandwiches and small desserts, all made by the YYCA
ladies.  It's a great way to mix and mingle and meet new members.  This is a Blue Blazer event, so get your blues and whites
out and come down to the Club for a very enjoyable (and complimentary) afternoon.  It is held Saturday, May 22 from 4 pm to
6 pm.  Matt, a member of our staff, will also play classical keyboard for our listening (and perhaps dancing!) enjoyment.
Please note that the Club will NOT be open for dining that evening.

Four new barstools have now been delivered and are placed around the bar.  The YYCA purchased these barstools
based on members' requests for more seating at the bar.  We are also very pleased with the new dining room chairs on the sec-
ond floor and have received many compliments on how comfortable they are.  If you are thinking about having an event at the
Club, these chairs have really taken the second floor experience up a notch.  Please keep the Club in mind as you plan your
wedding or baby showers, christening parties, etc.  

The new clothing line has been very well received.  We still have a small supply of spring weather fleeces and jackets
available, so take a look the next time you're at the Club.  If the YYCA ladies are not actively selling the clothing the night you
are there, please ask Kevin (or the bartender) at the bar, and they will be glad to help you.  If you are interested in helping to
sell clothing, please contact me and let me know.  We would appreciate more volunteers.  Clothing sales are our biggest
fundraiser and help us buy "goodies" around the Club (like the new chairs and barstools!).

The YYCA is a great group of people, so if you're interested in joining in, please keep your eyes on the Weekly Waves
for our next meeting.  We'd love to have you become part of the group.  If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call
me (754-8245) or send me an email (cc29firsttoday@aol.com).

Melanie Tisdale, YYCA President

Tisdale & Coykendall 
Melanie Collins Tisdale, Esq. & W. Maxwell Coykendall, Esq.

Attorneys at Law

A full service law firm with areas of practice in
Real Estate, Personal Injury, Wills, Trusts & Estates,

Business Transactions, Insurance Coverage Claims, General Litigation, Real
Property Actions & Matrimonials

800 Main Street, Suite 2C
Niagara Falls, NY  14301 

(716) 285-3525 
fax (716) 285-8574 

tcwlawyers@hotmail.com
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You & Us
Winning takes teamwork.

Winning a sailboat race takes teamwork. And it’s just as true for 
your finances as well. We will team up with you to understand your 
specific needs and provide customized solutions.

Without goals, and plans to reach them, you are like a ship that has 
set sail with no destination.

For information, contact
The Munro Burns Group

Scott Munro Donald Burns
Vice President–Investments Senior Vice President–Investments

Adam Burns Sean Howard
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor

One HSBC Center, Suite 3737, Buffalo, NY 14203
716-849-3871

www.ubs.com/team/munroburnsgroup

UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. ©2009 UBS Financial Services Inc. All rights reserved. 
Wealth management services in the U.S. are provided by UBS Financial Services Inc., a registered 
broker-dealer offering securities, trading, brokerage, and related products and services. Member SIPC. 
Member FINRA 7 29 Ad 4 25 5 5 FF0113 B A

You & Us
Winning takes teamwork.

�Personalized Service
from Stem to Stern�

(716) 440-2096 � FAX: (716) 688-9404
www.kirbyyachtsales.com

Mark Kirby
mark@kirbyyachtsales.com

Kirby Yacht Sales
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D a n C a r n e v a l e

L i m i t e d E d i t i o n 
W a t e r c o l o r P r i n t s A v a i l a b l e

1 0 Ž x 1 4 Ž u n f r a m e d p r i n t $ 4 5 . 0 0
1 4 Ž x 2 0 Ž u n f r a m e d p r i n t $ 7 5 . 0 0

( s h i p p i n g c h a r g e s n o t i n c l u d e d )

P r i n t s c a n b e p u r c h a s e d d i r e c t l y f r o m t h e a r t i s t :
Dan Carnevale 716.691.5171or ubpainter@aol.com

Frame your print at Frame & Save 4550 Main Street, Snyder, N.Y. (716) 839-1155
and receive a 10% discount on framing with this ad

p

Create your Boat or
Personal Contact Card at

https://www.magicprints.com/category/10/115?page=1&orient=0

enter coupon code:

YYC09

for a 15% discount!

Mike & Joan Gotthelf

187 S. Rockingham Way
Amherst, NY 14228

Home   716.639.5955
Cell      716.472.2850
Email   mike@merrillprint.com
www.magicprints.com

.comwww .

Please consider making a 
tax deductible donation

to support
Jr. Sailing

Contact:  Josie Fittante     
yyc@roadrunner.com ¥ 716-745-7230 ext. 10

YYC FOUNDATION
FORJUNIOR SAILING

�: � 7 � , � 0 � : � , � / � . � ( � 6
� 3 � + � 2 � 7 � 2 � * � 5 � $ � 3 � + � <

�6�F�K�H�G�X�O�H���\�R�X�U���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���E�R�D�W���D�V�V�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W�V��
�D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�V���Q�R�Z�����&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���X�V���I�R�U���G�H�W�D�L�O�V��

� / � , �9 � ( � , �7 �1�2� : � �
�5 � ( �0�( �0�%�( �5 � / �$�7�( �5� �

���������������������������_���W�L�P�#�W�L�P�Z�L�O�N�H�V���F�R�P���_�����Z�Z�Z���W�L�P�Z�L�O�N�H�V���F�R�P
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Cruising With Your Inner Child Ray and Judy Volpe

Last summer we didn’t launch Liberta, our lovingly restored Tartan 37, our refuge
from life’s daily routines and disappointments, the umbilical cord to the our inner child.
We had pressing responsibilities that needed attention. Our adult libidos wrestled control
and Liberta was left to spend the summer under its winter wraps.

Sadly we wished farewell to friends as they set off on Club cruises and other sailing
destinations. We missed the sailing, the downsized yet richer life experiences on the
water, life loafing in distant ports that we had dreamt about over the winter months. We
missed the company of friends and fellow sailors even more.

Come August the struggle between the adult and inner child could no longer be
suppressed. Not only had we endured being beached, we had even sacrificed driving to rendezvous with friends at cruising destina-
tions. We missed the Club’s inaugural Ice Breaker cruise that Cliff Swain had led to Port Dalhousie, we missed the ever popular
Solstice Cruise that Pat Mackey captained to Mimico, even Tony and Rose Buscaglia’s famous ribs barbecue during the Mid
Summer Cruise to Ashbridges Bay. We even missed partying at the Level!

One day after several weeks of unseasonable cold, rainy August days the sun shone warmly and summer weather resurfaced.
Our inner child could not be restrained any longer and we determined to spend the weekend on the water.  But it was too late and
impractical to launch Liberta, and too late to rendezvous with friends who had set off on the Club’s cruise to the Thousand Islands. 

Energized by the warmth and radiance of the summer sun, we looked in our back yard and there sat our 10 ft. Boatex fiberglass
dinghy. The outboard was in the basement along with the oars, life jackets, and Coast Guard safety equipment - right alongside the
picnic coolers. But wait, a dinghy is hardly a craft for cruising, right?

Wrong said the determined inner child. From our home in West Amherst the Erie Barge canal is only a few miles away. We had
often driven along the canal and looked with wonder and speculation watching others transiting the canal. Had they traveled from
the Caribbean up through the Inter-Coastal Waterway and Hudson River? Were they on their westward through Lake Erie to Detroit,
up through Lake Huron to Sault Ste. Marie? Down Lake Michigan to Chicago or bound further west to Lake Superior?  Maybe all
the way to Thunder Bay! Some day, we had said, that will be us transiting the canal on our way to new adventures.

Sailing in the Lower Niagara River we had taken little notice of others in open power boats, drifting along seemingly without a
destination or a care, or racing at full throttle up and down the river kicking
up wakes that rocked the boats along the Club’s wall, or cutting too close
across our bow or approaching head-on towards us with no indication that
they were aware of our presence.

Fortunately, on the Erie Barge Canal boat speed is limited to 5 miles
per hour (miles, not even knots) so boating there is nearly serene. The sound
of motors doesn’t drown out conversations and those along the shore rarely
experience disturbing wakes. Watching as we have driven along the canal we
had secretly envied those who idled along seemingly without a care in the
world, sipping summer drinks and quietly chatting with friends. They may
have been only a stone’s throw from shore, but they were galaxies away in a
water world free from the hustle and bustle
ashore.

So we unloaded the little trailer we
had purchased to cart the riding lawnmow-

er to my parents’ house and improvised a means for securing the dinghy. The outboard was
clamped to a sawhorse overhanging the rim of a trashcan and we fired her up. After a few pulls
and faint coughs she kicked over. We clamped the outboard to the dinghy’s stern, loaded on the
oars, life jackets and other necessities, packed a lunch and headed off for the canal.

We soon discovered the Niagara County Marine Park a few miles east of Niagara Falls Blvd. on the north side of the canal. A
large green park with open and shaded picnic areas, multiple and well tended wide concrete launch ramps with long fingers, spa-
cious parking, clean washrooms, and – best of all - no fee for to use the launch ramps.

Launching the dinghy from our garden trailer took some ingenuity but being old salts (we’re not young anything) we figured it
out and launched without incident. With Judy perched forward and me sitting on a life pre-
server in the stern we set off on our summer cruise. And like all departures, when no more
than a boats length from shore, we were magically transported into the water world afloat.
The sun shone brighter, the water was clearer, the air fresher and a soft breeze gently
cooled us. Life ashore was suddenly far, far away as our biorhythms synched with the nat-
ural world surrounding us.
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Cruising With Your Inner Child continued

Details of life along the Erie Barge Canal that had been hidden to us the many
times we drove along its shores suddenly revealed themselves. We were accus-
tomed to seeing sea gulls, ducks and occasional Canada Geese around Ellicott
Creek Park, but now we observed up close Great Blue Herons nestled in the
trees, serene swans and mother ducks trailed by their obedient brood. We could
idle the 5 hp motor or shut it off completely and drift in the quiet, still waters to
see up close the natural world we had entered. We could paddle along with little
effort. Gliding over quiet waters between the narrow barge banks, rowing seemed

effortless - like rowing in the back channels of the Toronto Islands.
A few boats passed by but without the roar of speedy engines and the wake they generate. It was a refreshingly civil experience

with lots of smiling, waving and exchanges of summer greetings. “Nice day, isn’t it? Did you see the critter over there on the north
shore? Couldn’t tell if it was a beaver, woodchuck or river rat. Up ahead, around the next bend, there’s a home with a 
beautiful flower garden along the shore. Don’t miss it. Have a good day.” A small sailboat with its mast lashed across its pulpits and
cabin top passed by crewed by two young men. Lin and Larry Pardey had it right:  keep it simple, go small, go now.

We continued on past Ellicott Creek Park, past a canal tug boat moored along its owner’s back yard, under roadways they went
unnoticed when we had driven over them, past beautifully landscaped backyards and every variety of boat house imaginable. Along
the way we overheard the chatter of children playing, cyclist riding along the canal, the squawks of birds and the rustle of leaves as

we rounded bends that disturbed the flow of the canal breeze. We greeted kayakers of every age
and a small flotilla of  We Can Row women
cancer survivors intent on their synchronized
rowing, but mostly others like ourselves just
slipping along in water world.

As we continued on westward towards the
Tonawandas and the canal’s termination in the
Upper Niagara River the breeze 
strengthened but was never more than a wel-
comed cooling agent. Activity increased as we
neared the river. We passed under a lift bridge,

passed more motorized boats, and enthusiasts peddling the colorful pontoon boats they had rented.
Close to the bridge in Tonawanda carrying Delaware St. over the canal is historical Gateway Park.  Known to area boaters as

Gateway Harbor, it’s where Ellicott Creek flows into the canal.  The Long Homestead is open to visitors and the Richard Garrity
canal boat is on display. Its namesake was a canal boatman, one in a lineage of boatmen who had tended the mules that dragged
lumber barges downstream to Albany on the Hudson River. A large plaque tells of Tonawanda’s history as a lumber capital and
home to ship builders like Richardson. A short distance from the canal you can visit the Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum
famous for its wood carved animals and the amusement park train cars they built. Did you know that Herschell also built parts for
airplane engines during WWII?

It was there in Gateway Park we met a young father and son from Erie Pennsylvania nearing the end of a month’s long fishing
expedition. They had journeyed as east as far as the Finger Lakes on a pontoon boat with nothing but a canopy with roll-down can-
vas sides for shelter. They had slept in sleeping bags and made do with a camping stove and picnic cooler. Now that’s a bonding 
experience.

We ate lunch in an ideal setting - on a tree shaded picnic table overlooking the activity
on the canal. And like most all meals outdoors, it was a gourmet experience.

Eventually we departed for our return trip to Amherst. We had only traveled about seven
miles distance but at our leisurely speed, interspersed with drifting and rowing, it filled the
day. Reluctant to end our perfect day, we continued on pass the marine park several more
miles east to the Millersport Highway bridge crossing. At one point we thought we had
entered the adventurous world of Indiana Jones. A whimsical homeowner had hoisted the
skeletal remains of a small plane up into a tree that overhung the canal. We circled that spot
for some time looking for the unfortunate pilot. The small flotilla of girls scouts who paddle
by in kayaks seemed more amused by us that the treed plane!

Eventually we returned to our homeport at the marina. We hauled the dingy back onto the garden trailer, loaded our gear and
soon were home before sunset. It had only been a day’s adventure cruising in our dinghy a stone’s throw from home. But we felt like
we’d returned from a lake crossing under ideal conditions. Our faces were tanned, our lungs filled with fresh air, our limbs exercised
and our spirits lifted.
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St. Patrick•s Day
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Entertainment Report  Amy Reynolds & Lori Burns, Entertainment Committee

If you missed the St. Patrick’s Day Party and/or our Cooking Class Event, you missed a great time!  

At the Cooking Class, Chef Doug was entertaining and informative as he instructed everyone in attendance with great tips about
how to use some larger cuts of meat and filet of fish, as well as other useful cooking skills.  Someone commented to us afterwards
that it didn’t matter what question someone had for Doug, he had a helpful answer for everyone.  After Doug’s demonstration, atten-
dees broke into small groups and put his lessons to good use cooking the various courses of the meal which we then ate together!  It
was delicious – and fun! 

You can tell that it’s almost spring and the weather is improving because  YYC was packed on Friday night for our annual St.
Patrick’s Day party.  We aren’t sure if Doug is Irish, but he sure can cook great Irish fare!  The St. Patrick’s Day buffet was delicious,
the McCarthy School of Irish Dancers were great fun to watch, and the Dustmen were very entertaining with their Celtic Rock!  

Make sure to mark your calendars with the dates below so that you don’t miss another fabulous party!  
UPCOMING EVENTS:

WINE & JAZZ PARTY … SATURDAY, MAY 1
The Wine and Jazz event on Saturday, May 1st is sure to be a great time. The wine theme is Italian.  There will be samplings of
wines from Italy as well as music by the wonderful Big Sauce Trio Band.  Throughout the various stations, tasters will discover how
nicely the wine selections pair with the delicious fare Doug prepares for us that special night!   

MOTHER’S DAY AT YYC – SUNDAY, MAY 9
In celebration of Mother’s Day, treat your Mom to a special buffet brunch at the Youngstown Yacht Club on Sunday, May 9.  Enjoy a
splendid buffet brunch from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. while viewing the most beautiful scenery of any restaurant in Western New York.  Mother’s
Day is very popular at YYC, so make your reservations now.  Please call (716) 745-7230, X18 to ensure you won’t be disappointed.

PAST COMMODORES’TEA DANCE – SATURDAY, MAY 22, 4 pm to 6 pm
Many new members ask, “What is the Past Commodores’Tea Dance?  Do you serve tea?  Is there dancing?”  Once a year, we have
a special cocktail party to honor our Past Commodores.  The ladies of the YYCA make fabulous tea sandwiches and the Past
Commodores pour wines for us to enjoy.  This is a blue blazer event, which, weather permitting, may be held outside under the
awning.  If you are a new member, it is a particularly good way to meet the Past Commodores and other members.  There will be
music for your listening pleasure (and yes, sometimes there is dancing!).  There is no charge for this event so it is limited to mem-
bers only.  If you have any questions, please contact Melanie Tisdale at 716.754-8245 or email cc29firsttoday@aol.com.

COMMISSIONING, SAIL PAST, & DIRECTORS’ STEAK ROAST – SUNDAY, JUNE 6
Please join us for the long-established Commissioning Day and Sail Past at YYC.  Enjoy being a part of the official start to the sail-
ing season.  Following the ceremony, members honor the new commodore by sailing their boats past the commodore’s boat and
exchanging salutes.  Please come down to this event whether or not you have a boat. Skippers are always looking for people to take
out sailing with them.  After a nice afternoon sail, the Directors’ Steak Roast will take place .  The Board of Directors will be
grilling up steaks to your liking on the patio while you listen to a wonderful two piece band on a beautiful Sunday afternoon.       

THE COMMODORE’S BALL – SAVE THE DATE!  SATURDAY, JUNE 12
The Commodore’s Ball is the gala event of the summer season.  This is a very popular event and seating is limited, so don’t be left
out!  Invitations will arrive in your mailbox in May, so start putting your favorite group of people together to make up your table.
This is a black tie optional event.  Plan on joining us to honor Commodore and Mrs. John Reinhold at this wonderful event. 

If you would like to join this committee, or have any ideas for the committee, please  contact Amy Reynolds at
amy_w_reynolds@hotmail.com or Lori Burns at loriburns05@yahoo.com. We would love to have new people involved and are
open to new ideas.

Event Dates to mark on your calendars:
Sunday, May 9th – Mother’s Day Brunch
Saturday, May 22th – Past Commodores’ Tea Dance
Sunday, June 6th – Commissioning, Sail Past, & Directors’ Steak Roast
Saturday, June 12th – Commodore’s Ball
Saturday, June 26th – Secretary’s Race
Saturday, July 3th – Junior Sailing Alumni Regatta & 4th of July week-
end BBQ (open to everyone)

Friday, July 9th – Hospice Cruise/Dinner
Sunday, July 18th – Children’s Summer Picnic
Thursday, July 22nd – LEVEL Volunteer Street Party 
Friday, July 23th – Sunday, July 25th – Level Regatta
Saturday, August 14th – Caribbean Pirate Party
Saturday, September 11th – Cock of the Walk/Lobsterfest
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PREMIUM LIQUOR   
FINE WINE

Excellent Selection of Gifts
& Accessories. Case Discounts.

Senior Citizen Discounts
Mark & Cheryl Butera - Proprieters

716.745.7989
113 Lockport Street
Youngstown, NY 14174
www.anchorspirits.com

Hours:
Sunday: Noon to 5pm
Monday: 11am to 8pm

Tuesday: CLOSED
Wednesday - Saturday: 11am to 8pm

      ANCHOR

     SPIRITS

Lawn Fertilization Grub Prevention 
Weed Control Aerations
Tree/Shrub Programs Local Company
Organic Programs Certified & Licensed

Call 716-692-4433 anytime 

Ask about our customized Organic
Programs

Visit www.myhealthylawn.com/2009offer.htm
and find out how to save $ by requesting a

FREE Estimate or call 716-692-4433 

Membership Report Adam Burns

Spring is here and many of our members are participating in club activities. I would encourage you to assist with a
work party if you have not already done so. This is a great way to meet new members and have a lot of fun. No experience is
necessary for the jobs that need to be performed. I remember when the membership helped with our bar renovation.  During
this process I learned many ways of working with tile that will help me in years to come. We are very fortunate to have such a
great membership to help out on projects. That significantly decreases our costs. The work party on March 20th, that was head-
ed by VC Yard, Mark Schimley, with the assistance of Treasurer, Tony Bryne, was a great success. On this beautiful day, we had
over one dozen people doing odds and ends. Several Past Commodores assisted as well.
There is still a lot to do, so if you are interested in helping, please give Josie a call at the
office, and she will put you in contact with the right person.

We have a lot of great events this year for our membership through the hard work
of the Entertainment Committee. If you are not currently signed up to get Weekly Waves,
our weekly electronic newsletter, or your email has changed, please let Josie know.  We
also are trying to organize a Friday night sail with members who have boats and members
who do not. This will be very casual racing followed by a party and band at the Club. No
prior sailing experience is necessary. If you are interested in helping or participating
please let me know as we have yet to set a date for this event. 

As for membership, we have been fortunate to remain at close to the same levels
as years past. However, we are always looking to grow our membership. Compared to
other clubs, our dues are very reasonable.  If you know anyone who might like to become
a member, we would be interested in talking to him/her. For more information you can
visit the YYC website at www.yyc.com.  Look under membership on the right side of the
page or call the office. Feel free to give me a call at 716-713-5119, or email
adamburns05@roadrunner.com if you have any membership questions.
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Fleet Report                                                                                                                Gary Tisdale

As I write this in mid March the weather is very mild for this time of year and the ice coverage in Lake Erie is less
than 50% according to my unprofessional evaluation of the most recent satellite photos.  If these trends continue it could mean
an early launch for those anxious to get a start on the 2010 sailing season.  However, this is Western New York and there could
be a blizzard or two before this “Ripples” edition goes to print.  

I would like to thank Don Finkle for continuing to write the Fleet News articles he started as VC Fleet.  His regular
updates are a great way to stay current on who is racing where and what events are coming up.  I don’t know how Don finds
the time with all the other articles he writes.  I’ll try to not to write about the same topics that Don has already covered.

One item Don wrote about recently that I would like to mention again is that we will need volunteers to help build new
race marks and launch them later this spring.  Working on race marks is always a fun project and I encourage some new people
to get involved.  Less than a few hours after Don’s article asked for volunteers I received an email from volunteer extraordi-
naire, Chris Mierzwa.  Chris, his wife Charlanne, and son David, regularly help out the racing program and seem to have a lot
of fun.  Their efforts are certainly appreciated by the racers.

The 2010 race schedule is on the YYC website so take a look and start planning your events.  If you haven’t done so
already, now is the time to sign on crew so you’re not scrambling at the last minute.  Everyone’s schedule is so busy that the
earlier you establish your crew list the less frustration you will have later.  

I’m a bit behind on crew planning myself.  I have been very fortunate over the past few years to have a terrific group
of people for crew on First Today.  We actually have more regulars than the boat needs to race.  Our approach has been that
whoever shows up on Wednesday nights goes racing.  We move people around on Wednesdays which is a great way to give
everyone experience at different jobs.  Just ask Lori Burns.  One week she may be at the mast, the next week jib trim and then
back to her squirrel job that she is so good at.  

I highly recommend taking extra crew out on Tuesdays or Wednesdays to give them experience and get them ready to
replace that crew member who can’t make a race.  Be sure to tell them before the race exactly what they will be doing during
the race and tell them exactly where you want
them to sit on the upwind and downwind legs.
Try assigning a crew member to them to give
them instructions before the next tack, mark
rounding or gybe so they are not getting yelled at
by the whole crew.  Our crew is always talking
through our next maneuver and we give very spe-
cific instructions to new crew.

The first race of the Furlined series is
scheduled for April 3rd for those hardy souls
who enjoy the early spring racing.  This article
will be published after that first race so check the
standings on the YYC website and you’ll see the
fleet grow week to week as more boats are
launched.  I guarantee there will be NOLSC
boats out for the first race and hopefully we’ll
see some YYC boats for the second or third race
of the series.

Spring is here.  See you in the yard!



16

YYC Annual Solstice Cruise: June 25th  to June 27th 
Our Solstice Cruise will celebrate its 21st

Anniversary this year.

In 1989 your club started the Solstice Cruise, which was named the “Critter Cruise” and/or “Solstice Cruise”.  Our club would ven-
ture to different Canadian yacht clubs to open the cruising season with this weekend cruise.  The “Critter Cruise” name was derived
from the fact that we would usually acquire some Canadian critter like a pig or ox and cook it and prepare our own Saturday dinner
meal.  We got to meet a lot of great YYC members in this effort and a few legal authorities as well.

As we all got a little older and wiser in the mid 1990’s we all decided on a mode of operation that was less labor intensive.  Most of
the participants travel over to our destination, Mimico Cruising Club arriving on Friday although we do have some that travel over
on Saturday.   We leave the majority of the food preparation to the host yacht club and utilize their facilities for breakfasts on
Saturday and Sunday plus the Friday and Saturday night dinners.

Last year we celebrated our 20th Anniversary of the Solstice Cruise by giving all sailors an opportunity to eat shrimp and clams
(both raw and steamed) on Friday night before dinner.  It was a hit!!!  We will do the same on Friday this year.  We washed down
these seafood appetizers with BYO beverages imported on our boats.    

Our Saturday pre-dinner festivities consist of a BYO cocktail party with member prepared appetizers.   

The benefits that really stand out for joining this season’s opening cruise; you get to meet 45-60 fellow YYC members that kick-off
their boating season with this event.  You won’t find this many getting together again in the whole season of cruising.

Mimico Cruising Club is in a nice harbor just 5 miles west of Toronto’s western gap and we welcome cruisers, racers and power
boating members to join us for our 21st  Anniversary Cruise.  See Sign-Up information in this newsletter and on the Club Bulletin
Board.

by Pat Mackey
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From the Crow’s Nest                                                                                   

Wow.  It’s April.  Finally.  The yard will become busier and busier, RCR will be putting moorings in, and soon it will be
time for splash down.

This is a busy time for the boat yard, but it is also a busy time for work on the many building and grounds projects.  To see
what has to be done please read the Yard Report by V.C. Mark Schimley.  Whether you are a professional construction engineer or
feel like you have two left thumbs, your help will be greatly appreciated.  Speaking of appreciation, we should all take a moment to
thank Mark Schimley for all the work he has done for the club.  Mark always is very gracious in his thanks to people who helped
with projects, but he is the guy who figure out what has to be done, how to do it and organize the group to do it.   Thanks Mark.  

Racing activity will pick up soon, and, as the season progresses, there will be many opportunities for sailors of all skill lev-
els to compete.  Non- boating members will find that many skippers need crew, and that there are activities planned for them that
will allow them to enjoy a sailing experience.  See V.C. Gary Tisdale’s Fleet Report for more details.  One activity that is truly fun
for all is the annual Secretary’s Race.  Watch for details in the Fleet Report.

The annual Solstice Cruise to the Mimico Cruising Club will take place on the weekend of June 25th through 27th.
Hopefully more of the powerboat contingent will make it across this year.  Perhaps Dennis Niccola  will rally the troops for this.
Speaking of Dennis, please read his House Report. As if there were not enough work parties, cruising, and racing activities to read
about make sure you look over the lengthy list of social activities in the Entertainment Report from Amy and Lori.  Their committee
deserves a huge amount of thanks, not just for putting so much time and effort into planning, but also for giving us a comprehensive
schedule so we can plan well in advance.  A very big job well done.  

If you still have a Loran C, maybe as a redundant system for your GPS, be aware that decommissioning of the system was
begun on February 8th, 2010.   The Canadian Coast Guard is following suit, and all stations should go dark by October, 2010. 

Also on the government front, it is imperative that we all pay attention to what may be in store for us.  There is currently a
proposal from the USCG that pleasure boats must be equipped with an AIS, Automatic Identification System.  This device tracks all
boat movements and allows the government to know where every boat is at all times.  Boat US has testified to Congress  that this is
not a practical program.  There would be millions of boats affected,
the cost of surveillance would be very high, and the cost to a boat
owner would be approximately $600.  Boat US is the boater’s voice
in Washington.  It might behoove us all to go to BOATUS.COM
and become a member.  It is also a good idea to write to your repre-
sentatives if you are not enthralled with Big Brother watching your
every move.  Aren’t the cameras in the river enough to contend
with? 



18

Cruising to Lake Ontario Destinations Ray Volpe

Boating on Lake Ontario has become increasingly popular, especially
along the North Shore. Anyone visiting Canada since the Trudeau-era exodus of
business from Quebec has witnessed phenomal growth stretching from Hamilton
to Port Cobourg.  New buildings have popped up like mushrooms crowding the
skyline with commercial and condominium high risers.

One benefit has been Canada’s investment in its waterfront. Continuous
hiking and bicycling trails now stretch from Niagara Falls to Toronto, and harbor
communities have blossomed with retail, food and entertainment outlets as well
as upscale residential buildings.  Man made small boat harbors such as Mimico
and Cathedral Bluffs have been built with well designed and spacious slips and
are home to attractive and hospitable yacht clubs offering good dining services, swimming pools – even exercise rooms, tennis
courts and other sporting activities. Clubs such as the Royal Canadian Yacht Club and the Boulevard Club offer resort-like services. 

Being located on the waterfront of populous metropolitan areas, the Ontario clubs are well supported and some operate
year round. Clubs like Etobicoke have over 300 boating members and an even larger number of social members. Paid staff and
assigned member responsibilities have produced well organized, smoothly running operations rivaling the hospitality industry. Club
services have expanded offering a full calendar of boating and social events to entertain their members. 

Yacht clubs such as Port Credit have totally reinvented themselves while older, commercial harbors such as Port Cobourg
and New Castle have morphed into beautiful pleasure boat har-
bors surrounded by upscale bedroom and retirement communities.

Along with this prosperity has come a growing boating
population. More boats and bigger boats, have made demands for
more upscale slips. A sailing population once satisfied climbing
over bow pulpits and tightrope walking on their Mediterranean-
style mooring lines now expect solid, sturdy docks equipped with
30 amp electrical services, dock-side potable water for filling
water tanks and hosing down decks, and Wi-Fi Internet services
for notebook computers and smart phones. 

Seemingly gone  are the days when sailors casually meandered from one port to another, dropping anchor at will, tying up
to an abandoned commercial dock or a reciprocal club’s visitors dock.  Today finding open anchorage or an empty slip at a recipro-
cal club is no longer assured. Prosperous new boat owners and an aging boating population have increased the “summer cottage”
boating experience – boaters content to spend the weekend on boats that never leave the dock.
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Cruising to Lake Ontario Destinations con’t.

Organized cruises such as YYC offers have also grown in popularity. Crossing the lake can be an ambitious undertaking,
especially for new boat owners, and practical sailors seek the safety and advantages of traveling with others. Consequentially, solo
sailors sometimes arrive at their destinations only to discover that a small flotilla of visitor boats has arrived first.

Toronto harbor clubs are a popular destination for many boaters. Many of the clubs have upgraded and/or expanded their
docks to accommodate the growing number of visitors, many with truly yacht-sized boats.  Ever hospitable, requests for a slip can-
not always be accommodated – not even when requested in advance. QCYC and RCYC now give priority to reciprocal cruises to
the visiting club. Solo visitors are still welcomed but are advised to check
ahead for slip availability.

To help address this growing competition for slips, the Lake
Ontario Cruising Club Association (LOCCA) has built a web site listing
the inbound and outbound cruising schedules of its member clubs. The
web site can be found at http://www.locca.org/. 

YYC is a member of LOCCA. The LOCCA web site also pro-
vides information about club accommodations, special events and club
policies. To discover what’s available at a chosen destination, you select the zone from the map displayed, and type in the date and
number of slips needed. To get directions and see a satellite view of the harbor, click on the map on LOCCA’s web page. You will be
able to zoom in on your destination, select a club from the pins dis-
played, and display a satellite, road or hybrid view. One more click and
a description of the club appears with contact information and map
coordinates.

So when you’re planning a cruise, you can choose to join an
organized YYC cruise that has booked reserved slips, or you can
check LOCCA’s web site to see what’s available at your destination, or
you can be take your chances….

Flowers in the YYC garden



RCR has been YYC’s sole contractor for boatyard services since 1972

Sales:
Don Finkle

716-695-4328
dbfinkle@aol.com

Service:
Bruce Lort
716-745-7545 or 716-998-7545
brucelort@rcryachts.comRCR

YACHTS

Serving YYC Since 1972
If you are planning to buy or sell a boat, power or sail, large or

small,come to RCR for the area’s best selection of New & Used boats.

• We sell both Sail and Power

• Knowledgeable, Personal     
Service for Buyers & Sellers

• Full Repair and Boatyard 
Services too


